Evolution of the Theater                    jgg

In the later plays at the private theaters this use of the
inner stage, then better lighted, seems to have increased,
especially in the change from a street or general hall
to special apartments.

These uses of the inner stage, together with that of
the upper stage or gallery, gave a chance for consider-
able variety in the action, and rendered the rapid succes-
sion of scenes less bewildering than one would at first
suppose* Shakespeare's stage was the outcome of the
peculiar conditions of acting by professionals in the
sixteenth century, but it was also a natural step in the
evolution from the medieval to the modern stage.
On the medieval stage there was a neutral place or
platea and special localized and propertied places called
sedes9 domusy loca. On the Elizabethan stage the front
stage is the platea, the inner and upper stages the domus
or loca. In the Restoration theater the scenery was
placed on the inner stage and shut off from the outer
stage by a curtain. With the use of scenery, the inner
stage became more important, and the projecting apron
of the front stage was gradually cut down, The pro-
scenium doors in front of the curtain long survived
their original use as entrances, but, as a rule, they
have now finally disappeared with the front stage.
The modern picture-frame stage of to-day is the evo-
lution of the inner stage of the Elizabethans. Simi-
larly the method of stage presentation has changed
only gradually from Shakespeare's day to ours. The
alternation from outer to inner stage was very common